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General	  Aims	  

•  Learn	  in	  a	  team	  sePng	  
•  Blend	  clinical	  skills	  with	  team	  skills	  
•  Reflect	  cri+cally	  on	  prac+ce	  
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Ground	  Rules	  
•  Par+cipa+on	  
•  Privacy	  
•  Confiden+ality	  
•  Disclaimer	  
•  Debriefing	  
•  Mobile	  phones	  
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Session	  Objec+ves	  

•  Discuss	  a	  Structured	  Approach	  to	  Sick	  Baby	  and	  
Child	  in	  the	  Emergency	  Department	  

•  To	  demonstrate	  ini+al	  assessment	  &	  management	  
•  Recognise	  the	  severity	  of	  illness	  	  
•  Alloca+on	  of	  roles	  in	  teams	  
•  Communicate	  within	  teams	  in	  the	  Emergency	  
Department	  
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A structured approach overview 
 
1.  Call for assistance 
2.  Conduct initial Assessment (DRS-ABCDE) 
3.  Initiate Emergency Treatment 
4.  Re-evaluate (repeat  steps 1 - 3) 

 
1.  Complete a focussed, systematic assessment 

(history & examination, investigations) 
2.  Initiate specific definitive treatments  
3.  Initiate supportive care 
4.  Actively look for and manage complications 

 
1.  Consult 
2.  Check results + Reassess patient 
3.  Arrange appropriate disposition 
4.  Provide continuity of care  
5.  Document management 

 
 
RESUSCITATION  

(0-10min) 

 
 
SECONDARY CARE   

(10-60 mins) 

 
 

TERTIARY CARE  
(1 - 24 hr) 
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Initial assessment 
 

Identify potential Dangers to patient and staff 

Check Responsiveness of patient 

Send for help 

Airway & remember C-spine protection 

Breathing  

Circulation 
Disability  & dextrostix (DEFG) 

Environmental 
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Assessing	  Children	  

•  Physiological	  &	  
anatomical	  differences	  

•  Communica+on	  
•  Parents	  
•  One	  size	  doesn’t	  fit	  all	  
•  Spectrum	  of	  disease	  
•  Compensate	  ‘+l	  late	  
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Airway	  	  

•  Patency	  
•  Posture	  
•  Added	  sounds	  
•  Effort	  of	  breathing	  
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Breathing	  

•  Rate	  
•  Colour	  
•  Ausculta+on	  
•  Satura+ons	  
•  Clinical	  picture	  
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Blue,	  
Yellow	  and	  
Red	  zones	  

Age	  
appropriate	  

Respiratory	  
effort	  table	  
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Respiratory	  video	  
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Circula+on	  

•  Heart	  Rate	  
•  Capillary	  refill	  
•  Blood	  Pressure	  
•  Skin	  colour	  
•  Skin	  temp	  
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The	  Shocked	  Child	  

Most	  Common	  Causes	  
•  Hypovolaemia	  
•  Sep+caemia	  
•  Trauma	  
	  
Shock	  &	  Hypoglycaemia	  	  
go	  hand	  in	  hand	  
	  

@Health	  Workforce	  
Australia	  May	  13	  



Disability	  

•  Conscious	  level	  
•  Pupils	  
•  Pain	  
•  DEFG-‐don’t	  forget	  the	  
glucose	  

•  Posturing	  
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Posture	  
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Exposure	  

•  Temperature	  
•  Trauma	  
•  Rash	  
•  Bruises	  
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Now	  let’s	  have	  a	  go…	  
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Resources	  

•  Age	  appropriate	  BTF	  charts	  
•  Formulae	  
•  Broselow	  Tape	  and	  Trolley	  
•  Drug	  Books	  
•  NETS	  calculator	  
•  Parents	  
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Secondary	  Care	  

Assessment	  
Focussed History (AMPLE) 

•  Allergies 
•  Medications 
•  Past medical history / co-morbidities / social history/

immunization 
•  Last ate and drank 
•  Events related to current problem, along with corroborative 

history from relatives and ambulance. Any environmental 
issues 
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Scenario	  

•  Rose	  has	  been	  brought	  
in	  by	  her	  parents	  
unusually	  drowsy.	  	  
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Summary	  

•  Observa+on	  provides	  a	  wealth	  of	  informa+on	  
•  DRS-‐ABCDE	  approach	  to	  assessment	  
	   	  Resuscita+on,	  secondary	  care,	  ter+ary	  care	  

•  Paediatric	  tools	  aid	  your	  assessment	  
•  Include	  the	  parents	  and	  child	  in	  the	  process	  
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Disclaimer	  
	  

Care	  has	  been	  taken	  to	  confirm	  the	  accuracy	  of	  the	  informa+on	  
presented	  and	  to	  describe	  generally	  accepted	  prac+ces.	  	  However	  the	  
authors,	  editor	  and	  publisher	  are	  not	  responsible	  for	  errors	  or	  omissions	  
or	  for	  any	  consequences	  from	  the	  applica+on	  of	  the	  informa+on	  in	  this	  
presenta+on	  and	  make	  no	  warranty,	  express	  or	  implied,	  with	  respect	  to	  

the	  contents	  of	  the	  presenta+on.	  

Copyright	  and	  Permission	  to	  Reproduce	  
	  

This	  work	  is	  copyright.	  It	  may	  be	  reproduced	  for	  study	  or	  training	  
purposes	  subject	  to	  the	  inclusion	  of	  an	  acknowledgement	  of	  the	  source:	  
Health	  Workforce	  Australia	  EdWISE	  program.	  It	  may	  not	  be	  reproduced	  

for	  commercial	  usage	  or	  sale.	  	  
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