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Introduc(ons	  
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§  Learn	  in	  a	  team	  seMng	  
§  Clinical	  skills	  blended	  with	  team	  skills	  
§  Cri(cally	  reflect	  on	  prac(ce	  

General	  Aims	  
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§  Par(cipa(on	  
§  Privacy	  
§  Confiden(ality	  
§  Disclaimer	  
§  Debriefing	  
§ Mobile	  phones	  

Ground	  Rules	  
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Trauma	  Triage	  

Trauma	  Module:	  T1	  –	  Overview	  of	  Trauma	  
Triage	  Process	  	  
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Session	  Objec(ves	  

§  To	  provide	  a	  brief	  overview	  of	  the	  NSW	  trauma	  
service	  

§  To	  discuss	  the	  iden(fica(on	  of	  major	  trauma	  
§  To	  summarise	  trauma	  pa(ent	  management	  pre-‐

hospital	  to	  rehabilita(on	  
§  To	  introduce	  the	  Australasian	  Triage	  Scale	  (ATS)	  
§  To	  review	  trauma	  team	  ac(va(on	  criteria	  
§  To	  prac(ce	  using	  the	  ATS	  
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NSW	  Trauma	  Services	  Plan	  (2009)	  

§  Trauma(c	  injury	  can	  result	  in	  illness,	  disability	  
and	  death.	  

§  NSW	  Trauma	  model	  of	  care	  
§  Pre-‐injury	  
§  Pre-‐hospital	  
§  In-‐pa(ent	  trauma	  care	  
§  Post-‐Acute	  care	  
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NSW	  Trauma	  Services	  Plan,	  2009	  



Pre-‐Hospital	  Management	  

§  Pre-‐hospital	  phase	  is	  the	  (me	  from	  injury	  to	  
arrival	  at	  a	  DEFINITVE	  care	  trauma	  hospital.	  

	  
Transporta(on	  methods	  

§  Non-‐ambulance	  
§  Ambulance	  	  
§  Aeromedical	  services	  
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Ini(al	  Assessment/Handover	  
I	  	  	  	  	  Introduc(on	  (self	  and	  pa(ent)	  
M	  	  	  Mechanism	  of	  injury	  or	  medical	  issue	  
I	  	  	  	  	  Injuries	  or	  illness	  	  
S	  	  	  	  Signs	  and	  Symptoms	  
T	  	  	  	  Transport	  and	  Treatments	  given	  
A	  	  	  	  Allergies	  	  
M	  	  	  Medica(ons	  	  
B	  	  	  	  Background	  history	  
O	  	  	  Other	  informa(on	  (family,	  situa(onal,	  etc)	  
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Hospital	  Triage	  
§  Australasian	  Triage	  Scale	  

§  Category	  1	  
§  Immediate	  

§  Category	  2	  	  
§  10minutes	  

§  Category	  3	  
§  30minutes 	  	  

§  Category	  4	  
§  60minutes	  

§  Category	  5	  
§  120	  minutes	  
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Guidelines	  for	  the	  Implementa@on	  of	  the	  Australasian	  Triage	  Scale	  in	  Emergency	  Departments	  Revised	  05	  August	  2005	  



Generic	  Trauma	  Team	  Ac(va(on	  Criteria	  
Mechanism	  /	  History	  
§  MVA	  with	  ejec(on	  
§  Cyclist	  or	  pedestrian	  hit	  by	  car	  >	  30km/hr	  
§  Fall	  >5m	  
§  Fatality	  in	  same	  vehicle	  
§  Inter-‐hospital	  transfer	  mee(ng	  ac(va(on	  

criteria	  

Anatomical	  
§  Injury	  2	  or	  more	  body	  areas	  
§  Fractures	  in	  2	  or	  more	  proximal	  long	  bones	  
§  Spinal	  cord	  injury	  
§  Limb	  amputa(on	  
§  Penetra(ng	  injury	  head,	  neck,	  torso	  or	  

proximal	  limb	  
§  Burns	  >15%	  adults,	  >10%	  paeds	  or	  airway	  

burns	  

Physiological	  
§  Systolic	  BP	  <	  90	  with	  evidence	  

of	  shock	  
§  Respiratory	  rate	  <10	  or	  >30	  per	  

minute	  
§  Depressed	  LOC	  or	  fiMng	  
§  Deteriora(on	  of	  vital	  signs	  in	  

the	  ED	  
§  Age	  >	  70	  with	  chest	  	  injuries	  
§  Pregnancy	  >24	  weeks	  with	  

torso	  injuries	  
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Pa(ent	  Trauma	  Care	  
§  Trauma	  team	  response	  

§  Primary	  survey	  
§  Ini(ate	  treatment	  

§  Post	  Emergency	  Department	  Care	  
§  Post	  acute	  care	  

§  Discharge	  planning	  
§  Rehabilita(on	  
§  Outpa(ent	  services	  
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BAT	  CALL	  

Please	  answer	  the	  phone	  and	  
con(nue	  with	  the	  scenario	  
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Scenario	  

Taylor	  Swig	  has	  just	  arrived	  at	  triage.	  
	  Please	  triage	  Taylor.	  
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Scenario	  

Charlie	  Sheen	  has	  been	  brought	  in	  by	  
the	  ambulance	  service.	  	  
Please	  triage	  Charlie.	  	  
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Summary	  

§  Trauma	  triage	  begins	  in	  the	  pre-‐hospital	  
environment	  

§  Consider	  major	  trauma	  based	  on	  mechanism	  
§  Ac(ve	  handover	  prac(ces	  are	  essen(al	  for	  

good	  pa(ent	  care.	  
§  Ac(va(on	  of	  trauma	  teams	  leads	  to	  a	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

co-‐ordinated	  approach	  to	  trauma.	  

September	  
2012	  
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Disclaimer	  
	  

Care	  has	  been	  taken	  to	  confirm	  the	  accuracy	  of	  the	  informa(on	  
presented	  and	  to	  describe	  generally	  accepted	  prac(ces.	  	  However	  the	  
authors,	  editor	  and	  publisher	  are	  not	  responsible	  for	  errors	  or	  omissions	  
or	  for	  any	  consequences	  from	  the	  applica(on	  of	  the	  informa(on	  in	  this	  
presenta(on	  and	  make	  no	  warranty,	  express	  or	  implied,	  with	  respect	  to	  

the	  contents	  of	  the	  presenta(on.	  

Copyright	  and	  Permission	  to	  Reproduce	  
	  

This	  work	  is	  copyright.	  It	  may	  be	  reproduced	  for	  study	  or	  training	  
purposes	  subject	  to	  the	  inclusion	  of	  an	  acknowledgement	  of	  the	  source:	  
Health	  Workforce	  Australia	  EdWISE	  program.	  It	  may	  not	  be	  reproduced	  

for	  commercial	  usage	  or	  sale.	  	  
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